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SIINCB OROAINIZATIOIN. 



The Board of Public Works was established by an act of the State Legislature, 
approved April 29, 187iJ, and was organized for business March 1, of that year. 
The names of members and the years in which they served may be seen by the 
following: table : 



NAME. 



Harvey King 

Nicol Mitchell 

Alexander Chapoton >■ 

Stanley G. Wight 

William Purcell 

Frederick Ruehle ". 

William H. Langley* 

Benj. Briscoe 

John B. Stoutenburg 

Thomas McGrath 

James Hanleyf 

Michael J. Griffin^ 

Jacob Guthard^I 

John B. Mulliken** 

John McVicar*** 

James Dean§ 

D. W. H. Moreland 

Herman Kallman 

James W. Millen 



YEAR. 



1874, 
1874. 

1874, 
1884, 

1876. 

1877, 
1878. 

1879. 

1885, 

1880, 
1882, 
18S6. 
1888, 
1890, 
1890, 
1891. 
189I, 
189I, 
1896, 
1897, 
1898. 



1875. 

1875, 1876, 1877. 

1875, 1876, 1877, 1878. 

1885, 1886, 1887. 

187S, 1879. 

1879, 1880, 1881. 

1880, 1881, 1882^ 1883, 1884, 

1886, 1887, 1888, 1889, 1890. 

1881, 1882, 1883. 

1883, ie84, 1885 

1887, 1888, 1889. 

1889, 1890. 

1891. 

1891, 1892, 1893, 1894, 1895, 1896- 

1 892. 1893. 1894, 1895, 1896, 1897 
1892, 1893. 1894, 1895. 

1897, 1898. 

1898. 



*Died in Chicag'O, June 27, 1890, while in office. 

tResigrned October 21, 1890, to run for Sheriff. 

^^Resisrned April 30, 1891, to attend to private business. 

^Appointed to fill out W. H. Lang-lej^s unexpired term, and for fall term from Jan- 
uary, 1893. 

**Appointed to fill out James Hanlej's unexpired term. 

♦'^Appointed to fill vacancy made by resignation of M. J. Griffin, and for full term 
from January, 1892. 

§Appointed to fill vacancy made by resisrnation of J. B. Mulliken, and for full term 
from January, 1892. 



Board of Public Works Office, 

Detroit, June 30, 1898. 

To the Honorable^ the Board of Public Works : 

Gentlemen — I herewith submit a statement showing- 
the receipts and expenditures of the Board in its various 
departments, as well as work done during* the fiscal year end- 
ing- June 30, 1898. 

Respectfully, 

ROBERT Y. OGG, 

Secretary. 



TWENTY-FOURTH ANNUAL REPORT 



OF THE 



Board of Public Works, 



OF THE 



CITY OF DETROIT. 



1897-8. 



Board of Public Works Office, 

Detroit, June 30, 1898. 

To the Honorable^ the Coinmon Council : 

Gentlemen — As required by the Act creating* it, the 
Board of Public Works herewith submits its twenty-fourth 
annual report, covering the fiscal year ending- June 30, 1898. 
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PAVING. 

The paving done during* the fiscal year 1897-8 was nearly 21 
miles, or to be exact, 20.922, making the total paved mileage of the 
city a fraction less than 250. The paving done during the preceding 
year was 19.033 miles. The cost of paving has been less for all kinds 
of material used than in 1896-97. 

The gross cost per square yard for cedar block on concrete was 
$1.34 for new and $1.12 for repaving, as compared with $1.52 and 
$1.19 for the preceding year. Brick on concrete is figured out at 
$2.04 for new and $1.65 for repaving, as compared with $2.18 and 
$1.82 the previous season. 

The prices were remarkably low, some of the contractors claim- 
ing that their profits were only from two to five per cent. Others 
who did not get but very few streets contended that the lowest bidders 
must certainly lose money. The inspection was just as rigid as if 
the price was double, and the property owners on streets paved for 
the first time can feel assured that they have got good pavement at 
very reasonable figures, and citizens generally can congratulate 
themselves that the repaving, which comes out of the general tax 
fund, is as good as the best work ever laid. The amount of new 
work was 14.276 miles and repaving footed up 6.646. 

The majority of the work done was with cedar blocks on concrete 
foundation. The new work covered 13.206 miles and the repaving 
4.651 miles, a total of 17.857 out of a grand total of 20.922 for all 
kinds of paving. The total would have been swelled several miles 
more but for the trouble which arose with the Council over the brick 
problem. There were three new streets paved with brick and five 
streets repaved. 
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Early in the season of '98 the Board discussed the question of 
brick paving- with the Common Council Committee on Streets, and 
an agreement was reached that Nelsonville, Metropolitan, Athens, 
Union Paver and Buckeye should be the kinds of brick to be used. 
Two members of the committee went back on their agreement with 
the Board and instituted a fight in the Council to admit all brick 
which had passed a rattler test conducted by the City Engineer. 
This covered 14 kinds of brick, many of which were considered 
inferior by the Board, and the Commissioners decided that Detroit 
should have good paving or no work would be done. The position 
of the Board was sustained by the legal authorities of the City, 
many of the Alderman and the Charter itself. 

The Board of Estimates allowed $57,000 for repaving with brick 
on concrete the following streets: Atwater, Chene to Joseph Cam- 
pau ; Cass, Lafayette, to Michigan ; Franklin, Brush to Hastings ; 
Franklin, Hastings to Dequindre ; First, Jefferson to Fort ; Mont- 
calm, Brush to Antoine ; Rivard, Jefferson to Fort ; Second, Front to 
Michigan. The money allowed by the estimators for this work was 
collected for that purpose and could not be used for anything else. 

The Board contended for its position, but failed to convert a 
majority of the Alderman to their way of thinking. But not desiring 
to see the tax collected for brick paving go into the sinking or con- 
tingent funds and be converted to other uses, the Board concluded 
iust as the fiscal year closed that the Council should take all 
responsibility, and a communication was forwarded conveying the 
wishes of the Board, that for the eight streets named above that all 
brick should be admitted and a ten-year guarantee exacted. 
The probabilities are that our next annual report will show a goodly 
number of miles of brick paving, but some of it may be of question- 
able quality for the reasons stated above. 

Right here it may not be out of place to say, that the fiscal year 
beginning July 1, does not give us an opportunity to show up the 
work for a full season and make comparisons with preceding seasons. 
Our report gives you the work of the last half of the season of 1897, 
and the first half of the season of 1898, breaking off right in the 
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middle of the Summer's work. If the charter could be chang-ed to 
make the fiscal year beg-in January 1 instead of July 1, the Board 
would feel that their work would be shown up better than by cutting* 
the seasons in two. 

The various methods of testing brick having* proved unsatis- 
factory, the Board inaugurated a new idea in the matter of testing* 
material which met the approval of contractors and citizens 
generally. The 14 kinds of brick which passed the rattler test 
(which, by the way, does not show the absorbtion or freezing- test), 
were laid on Franklin street, between Beaubien and Antoine streets, 
under the supervision of the Board. Franklin street is down by the 
river front and close to the freight depots of three railroads. All 
teams going and coming will use that street, and the test to which 
the bricks will be put during the fall, winter and spring will give the 
people of Detroit a thorough knowledge of the best brick for wear 
that will be worth more than the tests of a thousand rattlers. 
On another page is given a sketch of Franklin Street and the manner 
in which the Brick is laid. 

THE REPAYING FUND. 

The expenditures from the Repaving Fund for the fiscal year 
1897-8 were as follows : 

Jefferson avenue, Mt. Elliott to Boulevard, first to final estimatj $ 23,710 42 

Champlain street. Rivard to Blmwood, first to final estimate 15,393 41 

Larned street. Woodward to Third, first to final estimate 14,920 46 

Park St reet, Adams to Peterboro, first to final estimate 11,417 81 

Sixteenth street, Bagg- to Grand River, second to final estimate 10,950 93 

Chone street, Sec. 1, Jefferson to Sherman, first to final estimate 8,812 01 

Chene street, Sec. 2, Sherman to Gratiot, first to final estimate 8,816 39 

Riopellc street, High to Scott, first to final esimate 8,421 22 

Randolph sreet, dock to Congress street, first to final estimate 8,409 74 

Riopello street, J eff erson to Monroe, first to final estimate 7,784 90 

Seventh street, River street to Porter, first to final estimate 5,415 56 

Beaubien street. Fort to Gratiot, third and final estimate 5,408 10 

Beaubien street. Gratiot to Adams, first to final estimate 3,142 65 

Cass street. Jefferson to Fort, first to final estimate 6,190 09 

Klizabeth street, Beaubien to Hastings, first to final estimate 3,438 17 

High street, Woodward to Beaubien, second and final estimate 2,712 14 

Hastings street, Jefferson to Congress, second and final estimate 1,904 26 

Twentieth street, M. C. R. R. to Michigan avenue, second and final estimate. 1,017 48 
Twelfth street, Merrick to railroad, secondand final estimate 2,110 51 
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Bates street, Cadillac Square to Randolph, second and final estimate 65141 

Beaubien street, Atwater to Jefferson, first estimate 2,500 00 

Columbia street, Woodward to Antoine. first estimate 3,500 00 

Fort street. Twelfth to Eighteenth streets, first estimate 6,000 00 

Brick 1,782 00 

Labor, piling brick - 73 50 

Freight on brick for test 238 96 

Apparatus for brick test Ill 83 

Cement i^ 64 10 

Extras on contracts 162 31 

Repairs to asphalt pavements at intersections, etc 742 98 

Labor, dressing and emitting stone, etc 3,495 01 

Pay roll, inspectors of repaying 4,287 86 

Labor, setting circle curb on Jefferson avenue 128 26 

Hauling old material from streets and care of same 1,276 29 

Curbstone 635 90 

Tools, and repairs to tools 167 11 

Controller's note and interest 23,683 07 

Total $199,456 84 

On the following" pag-es are the tables showing- the paving and 
repaying- done during the fiscal year : 



STREETS PAVED DURING 



loo .' 

a»l, to Michigan '.",.''! 

Wabash, (TDm MyriUtoLaure 
Wabanb. from Lanrel to Orai 

Kivcr 

Theodare, from John R. to Bcu, 

farm 

Willis. fruiB Brush farm 

Brush sir^M 

Balllmorp. from Woodward ' 

Pen n sr ir a li la.' f rom' J e Se no li ' ' 
Kercheval 

Hulilcn. from I.iiicolR to Boul 
vatd 

Helen, from Grallol (o Iluul< 

Millet, from Sixth to SeTenlh. 
taurcl. from Grand River 

Marcr, from Fourth to Sixth.. 
Kocli. from Wnodnard to Oa 

land 

Park View, from JefferMin lo M 

To vnwndTfrum'j'elferaan lo S 

Paul 

Lj'sander. f mm Funnb to Grai 

Hiver 

EellfTue. from Jefferson 

Champlain. 

Bellevue. from Champlain 

Kercheval _.. . . 

'^oble... "'"....'?." '^" 

Noble, from Fnurlh to Elehlh. 

Concord, from Krrcheral 

Mack 



SnpiHy Co 
'SnpplxCo. 



Supplj Co 
h. Slone & 
Supply Co 



"albolPaTlnuCi 
•, J. Kennerjy 



ralbotPavingC 
ITm. Lappin ... 



>53 2l 

2,403 7a 
3,8*2.50 
1,233 *5 



fillOO 
3,1124 lU 
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THE FISCAL YEAR 1697-6. 



1 

Curbstone, 

Lineal Feet. 


Pavinjr, 
Square Yards. 


1 

Inspection and 
Advertising. 


Cost of Paving^ 
Assessment 
District. 


Cost of Paving- 
Intersections. 


O 
U 

o 


When Contract 
Confirmed. 


c 

> 

e 

■ A 


Accepted. 


4,830.56 


7,246.20 


$ 257 00 


$ 8,154 40 


$ 1,371 63 


$ 9,783 03 


June 


1,1897 


July 


30, 189T 


2,771.18 


4,088.22 


163 00 


4,729 09 


382 01 


5,274 10 


June 


8, 1897 


Aug. 


10,1897 


8,219.35 


13,017.42 


431 00 


14,024 23 


2,010 73 


16,465 % 


June 


22,1897 


Aug. 


3, 1897 


^,198 54 


5,058 14 


191 00 


6,223 66 


737 56 


7,152 22 


June 


29,1897 


Aug. 


10,1897 


4,262.86 


9,138.61 


314 00 


9,171 70 


1,225 65 


10,711 35 


July 


20, 1897 


Aug. 


24, 1897 


554.00 


890.49 


67 00 


1,095 33 


118 14 


1,280 47 


July 


20,1897 


Sept. 


7,1897 


4,287 19 


6,612 28 


238 00 


7.989 52 


891 17 


9,118 69 


July 


20,1897 


Sept. 


7,1897 


1,615.79 


2,309.43 


110 00 


2,981 02 


224 05 


3,315 07 


July 


20,1897 


Aug. 


24,1897 


583.95 


861.36 


66 00 


1,113 63 


99 43 


1,279 06 


Julj 


20,1897 


Aug. 


10, 1897 


4,246.57 


6,366.02 


231 00 


7,329 12 


706 82 


8,266 94 


July 


20,1897 


Sept. 


7,1897 


7,334.72 


12,952.13 


429 00 


13,310 60 


2,724 73 


16,464 Xi 


July 


27,1897 


Sept. 


28, 1897 


2,983.40 


4,361.80 


171 00 


5,391 30 


191 03 


5,753 23 


July 


27,1897 


Sept. 


7,1897 


3,154.01 


5,777.22 


214 00 


6,224 46 


858 46 


7,2% 92 


Aug. 


3,1897 


Oct. 


12, 1897 


5,639. K, 


8,807.17 


304 00 


9,816 01 


1,616 93 


11,736 94 


Aug. 


10, 1897 


Oct. 


19,1897 


915.88 


1,118.31 


74 00 


1,639 60 


135 03 


1,848 63 


Aug. 


10,1897 


Sept. 


7, 1897 


3 279.12 


5,091.62 


193 00 


5,828 76 


1,038 21 


7,059 97 


Aug 


10, 1897 


Oct. 


12,1897 


1,243 56 


1,420 67 


83 00 


2,090 29 


233 89 


2,407 18 


Aug. 


10, 1897 


Sept. 


14, 1897 


5,037 85 


7,669.60 


270 00 


9,167 24 


948 66 


10,385 90 


Aug. 


10,1897 


Sept. 


21,1897 


1,473 55 


2,282 50 


108 00 


2,709 19 


141 74 


2,958 93 


Aug. 


24,1897 


Nov. 


9,1897 


4,687.94 


6,%1 01 


249 00 


8,665 15 


705 10 


9,619 25 


Aug. 


24,1897 


Nov. 


4,1897 


7,077.81 


11,303 25 


376 00 


11,987 56 


2,495 27 


14,858 83 


Aug. 


24,1897 


Sept. 


30,1897 


2,421,25 


3,568.11 


148 00 


4,581 78 


119 89 


4,849 67 


Aug. 


24.1897 


Oct. 


26,1897 


4,257.48 


6,136.16 


224 00 


7,884 72 


206 74 


8,315 46 


Aug 


24,1887 


Oct. 


26,1897 


168.07 


253.24 


49 00 


301 74 


51 41 


402 15 


Aug. 


24, 1897 


Oct. 


12,1897 


2,407.78 


2,361 64 


138 00 


4,245 46 


479 29 


4,862 75 


Aug. 


24, 1897 


Oct. 


12,1897 


6,889 60 


10,216.05 


347 00 


12,660 91 


578 59 


13,586 50 


Sept 


1, 1897 


Nov, 


9,1897 



STREETS PAVED DURING THE 



.,....„.„„, 


Contraclor. 


Style of 


1 

i 


1 

■5 
& 

26 

•20 

26 
26 
26 
26 

26 

26 
26 


1 

r 


HasiiniTK, (rom Piiiuetle'loBou 

m ijropoMd Second ^ 

Ra"rdad." .., 

'Warren, from ' Twenly-fon'rth 
n.'islHl"".( mm PonndrVioTwoii- 

Delaware, from Woodward to 


Henry Merdian., 

Arqhd.Granl.... 

JamesGranl 

Geo.E. Currie... 

Geo. E. Currle... 

J.A.MerclerACo 

J.A.MerclariCo 

TalbotPaTlnfCD 

Arcbd. Grant.... 
Geo. E. Carrie 

A Co 
Geo. B.Carrie 

A Co 

Arclid. Grant.... 


c.„„..„„. 


1,1M.D0 

SW.ffll 
337,tO 

M4II 

i.m.71 

506.31 
1.30JM 
69,738% 


Lw.oo 

1 212.09 

7.156 M 

l,(t25,l» 
1,24100 
2,«14.<» 


wuirf' 

Slanler. fmm Lincoln lo Grnn 

Ch^nriier, frompropiaed B™.1i 


6S7 0O 

wxnro 





A.>.,..„ 


, from Wo. 


dw.rd to 


Slieehao A Co... 
J.A.Mercier*Co 




4W43 
1,118,35 
31SS0 


26 




v!™I 


from Bake 


toDix.,- 


1,683.00 
4S1.00 




1.M4.2S 




3,1IS.OO 
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FISCAL YEAR 1897-8.— Continued. 



Curbstone. 

Lineal Feet. 


Paving-, 
Square, Yards. 


Inspection and * 
Advertisinff. 


Cost of Paving- 
Assessment 
District. 


Cost of Paving- 
Intersections. 


• 

00 

o 
U 

o 
H 


When Contract 
Confirmed. 


■4.4 

c 

s 

> 
ti 

c 

0) 


• 

it 


1.356.15 


2,156.45 


S 105 00 


$ 2,739 32 


$ 264 01 


$ 3,108 33 


Sept. 1, 1897 


Oct. 


5,1897 


2,292.46 


3,712.24 


152 00 


4,350 47 


401 59 


4,904 06 


Sept. 1.1897 


Nov. 


4. 1897 


2,847.67 


5,099.75 


192 00 


5,420 04 


976 79 


6,588 83 


Sept. 1, 1897 


Oct. 


19,1897 


6,228.95 


11,470 10 


384 00 


11,954 91 


2,240 78 


14,579 69 


Sept. 1, 1897 


Nov. 


4,1897 


1,712.00 


2,597 11 


118 00 


3,441 63 


42 95 


3,602 58 


Sept. 1, 1897 


Oct. 


19,1897 


595 50 


1,136.27 


74 00 


960 21 


373 30 


1,407 51 


Sept. 1, 1897 


Sept. 


28,1897 


10,022.66 


13,251 16 


438 00 


15,878 56 


2,322 92 


18,639 48 


Sept . 1, 1897 


Oct. 


26,1897 


6,462.44 


8,510 63 


295 00 


10,030 41 


1,614 35 


11,939 76 


Sept. 1,1897 


Oct. 


26,1897 


1,855.37 


2,800 97 


124 00 


3,213 50 


503 00 


3,840 SO 


Sept. 14. 1897 


Oct. 


19,1897 


1,235 95 


1,864.49 


% 00 


2,339 49 


278 75 


2,714 24 


Sept. 14, 1897 


Oct. 


26, 1897 


2,156.07 


3,245.18 


137 00 


3,984 48 


417 09 


4,538 57 


Sept. 14, 1897 


Nov. 


16. 1897 


3,391.41 


5,031.44 


191 00 


6,319 53 


425 74 


6,936 27 


Sept. 28, 1897 


Nov. 


23,1897 


994.70 


1,469 16 


84 00 


2,002 18 


161 98 


2,248 16 


May 10,1898 


May 


31,1898 


1,875 84 


2,768 32 


123 00 


3,634 84 


277 31 


4,035 15 


May 10,1898 


June 


14, 1898 


2,605.25 


3,763 16 


154 00 


5,338 48 


54 55 


5,547 03 


May 10,1898 


June 


28,1898 


140,163.59 


215,545.08 


$ 8,112 00 


$250,924 42 


$ 30,647 27 


$289,683 69 





1,003 59 


1,426.51 


98 00 


2,4% 60 


230 83 


2,825 43 


June 8, 1897 


Aug-. 


10,1897 


2,138.74 


3,234.89 


169 00 


6,0,33 93 


461 46 


6,664 39 


Sept. 1, 1897 


Oct. 


19,1897 


602. 40 


916.22 


77 00 


1,666 98 


172 88 


1,916 86 


Sept. 1,1897 


Oct. 


19,1897 


3,744.73 


5,577.62 


$ 344 00 


$ 10,197 51 


$ 865 17 


11,406 68 





I 



16 



ANNUAL REPORT OF THE 



STREETS REPAVED DURING 



Namr of Streets or 

Avenues and 

Limits. 



Contractor. 



Heaubien, from Gratiot to Adams Geo. A. Burch... 

Champlain, from Rivard to Elm- 
wood Geo. E. Carrie .. 

Elizabeth, from Beaubien to Mich. Stone & 

HaHtin^H Supply Co 

Kiopelle, from Hig^h to Scott Wm. Lappin 

Park, from AdamH to Peterboro. Geo. E. Currie .. 
Chene, from Jefferson to Sher- 
man Talbot Paving-Co 

Chene,from Sherman to Gratiot. Talbot PavingCo 

♦Seventh, from River to Porter.. Talbot Paving-Co 
Columbia, from Woodward to St 

Antoinc Jno A. Mercier.. 

Macomb, from Russell to Rio-: 

pelle Shechan & Co. 

St. Antoine, from Adams to 

High Archd. Grant.... 



Style of 
Pavement. 



M C 

tci4 

c 



0/ 






Cedar on concr. 



44 



4« 



903.00 
5,669 63 
1,110.00 
2,689.00 
3,317 90 
2,895.00 
2,728.50 
1,700 30 
2 143.00 
475.00 
937.50 



26 
25 
27 
24 
28 
30 
30 
30 
26 
28 
28 



24,568.83 



1.146.70 
5,085.80- 

791 20 
3,671.60 
1,599 40 
2,310 70 
2,956.10 
1,323.80' 
1,566.50 

158.10 
1,280.70- 



21,890.60- 



4.651 miles— Average gross cost per square yard, $1.12. 
Average net cost per square yard, 0.82. 
♦On account of Detroit Citizens Railway, $1,011.79. 



Beaubien, from Fort to Gratiot. 

Larned.f rom Woodward toThird 
RioiH'lle, from Jefferson to Mon- 
roe 



Cas*, from Jeflferson to Fort. . . . 
♦Randolph, from Dock to Con- 
gress 



Mich. Stone &. 

Supply Co. 
Mich, Stone &. 

Supply Co. 
Geo. A. Burch. . 

Sheehan &. Co. .. 

Sheehan & Co.. . 



Brick on concr. 



44 



44 



ti 



1,363.80 


30 


2,097.40- 


2,278.10 


40^k31 


2.803.90 


1,574.60 


23 


2,733.80 


825 50 


40 Ac 36 


1.373.80 


1,266 10 


40 


1,681.60 


7,308 00 




10,690 50 



♦On account of Detroit Citizens Railway, $828.69. 
1.3H4 mill's— Average gross cost per square >ard, $1.66. 
Average net cost per square yard, 1.37. 



Jefferson, from Mt. Elliott to 
Boulevard 



Chas. I.Williams 




2,573.50 




4,106 70- 



.487 miles— Average gross cost, $1.91. 
Average net cost, 1.64. 



Beaubien, from Atwater to Jef-j Geo. E. Currie i Mrdina blocks 
fersoii I A Co. and asphalt. 



635.60 




1,088 70 
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FISCAL YEAR 1697-6. 



a.5 B 

.. OB S 

Curt 
•- rt « 

0^ 




$ 3,142 65 

15,393 41 

3,438 17 

8,421 22 

11,417 81 

8,812 01 

8,816 39 

*6,427 35 

7,016 % 

1,557 74 

3,639 75 



69,684.48 



$4,108 62 $ 78,083 46 



Paid 

on 

Account. 



All paid 
All paid 
All paid 
All paid 
All paid 
All paid 
All paid 
All paid 
All paid 
All paid 
All paid 



When 


Confirmed 


June 


29, 


1897 


May 


13, 


1897 


June 


8, 


1897 


June 


8, 


1897 


July 


20, 


1897 


Aug. 


3, 


1897 



Aug-. 

Aug-. 

May 

May 

May 



3, 1897 
10, 1897 
10,1898 
24,1898 
24,1898 



When Completed 
and Accepted. 



Augr. 

July 

Augr. 

July 

Sept. 

Sept. 

Sept. 

Sept. 

June 

June 

June 



10,1897 
13, 1897 
10, 1897 
27,1897 
14,1897 
30.1897 
30,1897 
21,1897 
28,1898 
28,1898 
28,1898 



5,056.10 


7,771 05 


637 05 


8,408 10 


All paid 


May 4, 1897 


July 


13,1897 


9,129.11 


13,976 45 


944 01 


14,920 46 


All paid 


May 13,1897 


July 


20,1897 


4.451.78 


6,«H5 07 


899 83 


7,784 90 


All paid 


May 13,1897 


July 


27,1897 


3,656.76 


5,942 09 


248 00 


6,190 09 


All paid 


May 25,1897 


Aug-. 


17,1897 


5,746. (>6 


9,402 25 




♦9,238 43 


All paid 


June 22,1897 


Sept. 


7, 1897 




$ 2.728 89 




28,040.41 


$ 43,976 91 


$ 46,541 98 





12,384.34 



$ 23,706 68 



$ 3 74 $ 23,710 42 



All paid 



July 20,1897 



Oct. 26, 1897 



3,551.85 



4.501 20 




4,712 41 



All paid 



May 10,1898 



June 21, 1898 



\H 



AXNL'AL REPORT OF THE 



ALLEYS PAVED DURING THE 



BoC.XDARIEft. 



Contractor. 



St vie of 
Parement. 



i4 



K and W alley north of Mich- 
itran »%«. between Ponrteentb 
;»n«l Wabanh 

ConirrfH*. Fort, St Antoine, 
flaHtiniTM 

K, antS W alley N.of Mich. w. of 

flarriHiin ; alno N. and S. alley 
north to *north line of lot 65. . . 



Laidlaw &. Co 

i 

Henry Meridan.J 
Daniel Lvons....! 



Cobble on sand. 



331.25 20 
573.95 20 

138.09 tJs 



1,043.29 



♦N. and S. alley, 14 feet. 
•K. and W. alley, 15 feet. 
.Vfl niileH— Averajre g^ross cost per square yard 65c. 



N, and S. alley west of Bates, 
north of Cadillac square 

Jiihn K, Randolph, Cross, Adams 



Geo. A. Burch .. 

Geo. W. Winter- 
halter.. 



Biick on concr. 



ti 



101.74 



167.50 



■- o 



20 



269 24 






489.00 
661.00 

144 00 



1,294.00 



79.00 



212 00 



291 00 



VHy) miles 
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FISCAL YEAR 1097-8, 





Cfl 


•o 


u 


a 


>* 


^v 


bii 


r rt 


.r s 


> c 


rtM 


CU 



736.11 
1,210. (>4 

226.% 



2,179 71 



$ 62 00 
71 00 

47 00 



$ 180 00 



c 




(0 

c 






raent 
t. 




c c 




■—> 




03 O 


^.j 




•4-1 


a; 

V 

*•> 

c 


«*-. 


sses 
istri 


Cos 


"•» Hi 


c 




4^ 


<Q 


rt 




X 


NH 


09 








u 




o 
u 




o 



$1,237 *X) $1,417 90 



When 

Contract 

Confirmed. 



$ 416 69 $ 478 69 June 
671 73 I 742 73 Sept. 

149 48 1% 48 Oct. 



12,1897 



When 
Pavement 
Accepted. 



29, 1897 July 
14, 1897 : Oct. 



Oct. 



27, 1897 
12,1897 

26, 1897 



142.00 



368.91 



510 91 



46 00 



54 00 



$ 100 00 



126 02 



$ 126 02 



209 10 



540 76 



$ 749 86 




May 18, 1897 



May 3, 1898 



July 13, 1897 



June 14, 1898 
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE 



ALLEYS RCF9VCO UMDCR THE 



BOU^DARZBS. 



Contractor. 



Fort, Lafayette, Shelby, Gris 

wold Western Ber- 

mndez Asp. Co. 
WaJibinflTton, Rowland, Michi-I Western Ber- 

gran. State mndez Asp. Co. 





3 


o 


-Ta 


Style of 


b 


s 


s> 


PaTement. 


^ 




a-H 




^^ 


«» 


>— 




^ 


«^ 


!«3 






■c 


u-j 




o 




a* 




^ 


^ 


&Z 


Asphalt 


346.78 


3D 


362.00 


k* 


235.00 


3D 


l-IO OQ 



581 78 



502.00 



110 miles — Averzge g^ross cost per s<]nare yard, fI.5T, 
Averaj^e net cost yer square yard, 1.25. 



Michifiran, State, Oris wo Id, 

WofKlward 

Cadillac s^^itiare, Bates, Farmer, 

Monrr^e 

Larned, Con^fress, Griswold,, 

Wfx>dward 

WfxKlward. Campus Martrus,j 

yionriie, («ratiot, Farmer 

Sh'*lhy,(;riswold,Coii/jfress,Fort 
Woodward, Hates, Jefferson,! 

Larned 

Woodward, Bates, Confrre»s, 

Cadillac square ....\ 

Woodward, Hates, Larned, Con 

jfress , 



Liphardt A 

Winterhalter 
Liphardt A 

Winterhalter 
Lipbardt A 

Winterhalter 

James Hanley. . 
Julius Porath . . 
Julius Porath. . 
Julius Porath.. . 
Jno. A. Mercier 




340 OO 


aD&30 


330.00 


476 27 


2D&30 


40b 00 


281.25 


3D 


193.00 


647 05 


30&30 


600 OO 


367.40 


30 


257.00 


199.00 


30 


132 OO 


445 00 


20 


2T9.0O 


280 00 


20 


166.00 



3,035.97 



575 miles— Arera^fe frross cost per square yard, $1.74.178. 
Avera^fe net cost per square yard, 1.54. 



2,353.00 
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ORDINANCE ADOPTED 1697. 





•o 


OS 


<-• 








OS 


c 


8 


e 








>* 


on ai 
sing- 


.2 
u 


ssme 
•ict. 


• 

OS 


When 


When 


.5g 


timatei 
tispecti 
idverti 


St of 
Inters 


St of 
Asse 
Disti 


O 
U 

73 

*•> 


Contract 
Confirmed. 


Pavement 
Accepted. 


ax 


«_«^ 


o 












(U 


U 


u 


u 


H 






683.89 


$ 74 00 


$ 5508 


$ %9 42 


$1,098 50 


Sept. 14,1897 


July 7, 1898 


430.59 


61 00 


50 63 


522 54 


634 17 


Sept. 14, 1897 


July 7, 1898 


1,104.57 


$ 135 00 


$ 105 71 


$1,491 96 


$1,732 67 





788.12 


80 00 


57 77 


1,229 46 


1,367 23 


Sept. 


14,1897 


Oct. 


26,1897 


1,012.98 


92 00 


63 23 


1,587 32 


1,742 55 


Sept. 


14,1897 


Oct. 


26,1897 


482.08 


65 00 


56 56 


739 15 


860 71 


Sept. 


14,1897 


Nov. 


4,1897 


1,499.00 


114 00 


109 00 


2,.3.3L66 


2,554 66 


Sept. 


14,1897 


Nov. 


30, 1897 


791.58 


64 00 


61 24 


1,256 31 


1,381 55 


May 


3, 1898 


June 


7,1898 


321.35 


56 00 


88 17 


468 40 


612 57 


May 


3,1898 


June 


14,1898 


835 71 


64 00 


88 00 


1,315 76 


1,467 76 


May 


3,1898 


June 


21,1898 


502 83 


56 00 


85 44 


729 20 


870 64 


May 


3,1898 


June 


21,1898 


6,233.65 


$ 591 00 


$ 609 41 


$9,657 26 


$10,857 67 
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PAVEMENT LAID, FISCAL YEAR 1897-8. 

Cedar on concrete Cnew pavement; 13.206 miles. 

Brick " " (new pavement; 364 

Cobble Callejs) 197 

Brick (alleys) 509 

Cedar on concrete Trepaving") 4.651 

Brick on concrete (repaving) 1.384 

Asphalt " (repaving) 487 

Medina *' Trepaving) 124 



4i 
It 

14 
4( 
ti 



Total 20.922 miles. 

Average cost of paving per square yard compared with fiscal 
year 1896-7. 

1896-97 1897-98 

GROSS NET GROSS NET 

Cedar on concrete (new) 1.52 .99 1.34 .81 

(repaving) 1.19 1.00 1.12 .81 

Brick *' '' (new; 218 1.56 2.04 1.45 

(repaving) 1.82 1.46 1.66 1.36 



(( (( 
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24 ANNUAL REPORT OF THE 



SEWERS. 

During- the fiscal year there were added 4.27 miles of public 
sewers, making- a total of 159.92 miles of public sewers in this 
city. The old public sewer in Twenty-fourth street, from south 
of River street to Porter street, was rebuilt, covering- a distance 
of 2,530 feet. The lateral or alley sewer system was increased by 
the construction of 12.01 miles of new work, about the same 
amount as was built the preceding- fiscal year. Nothing- but vitri- 
fied g-lazed pipe was used, the old fashioned brick laterals having- 
passed into history. The Board desires to call attention to these 
features of the public sewer fund : For g-eneral sewer work, such 
as building- receiving- basins, labor and material, repairing- and 
cleaning old ones, sewer pipe and receiving- basins the expendi- 
tures were $42,393.77, while the general sewer work as a whole 
cost $54,952.62. For sewer arms, refunds and extras, the expend- 
itures aggreg-ate $10,662.38. Cost of cement and inspection was 
$23,437.77, and the amount paid on contract account for public 
sewer construction was 883,564.18. There was also paid from the 
public sewer fund the sum of $15,192.68 for Controller's notes and 
interest borrowed against the appropriation of 1896-1897 to carry 
on the work of that fiscal year. 

GENERAL SEWER WORK. 

Labor, building receiving basins $22,805 74 

Labor, repairing and cleaning basins 4,712 18 

Labor, repairing and building manholes 395 02 

Labor, repairing and cleaning sewers 1,589 68 

Sewer connections, repairs and cleaning 2,999 13 

Sewer pipe 6,482 21 

Sewer grates, manhole covers, etc 4,72015 

Recf'ivlng basins, stone 8,333 64 

Use of team. City Engineer 635 00 
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Tools and repairs to tools 626 20 

Repairing: asphalt pavements over sewers 2104 

Printing and advertising 475 36 

Stationery, maps, etc 34 19 

Hardware, etc ^ 139 44 

Oil, wicks, etc 19 51 

Lumber 44 06 

Labor, setting stakes 227 50 

Brick 101 00 

Car fare, etc 282 65 

Rent of telephones 101 14 

Building part lateral sewer No. 950 147 78 

Controller's notes and interest 15,192 68 

SEWER ARMS, REFUNDS AND EXTRAS. 

Assessment sewer arms 9,553 66 

Sewer assessments refunded ^ 71 79 

Extras on sewer contracts 36 93 

CEMENT, INSPECTION, ETC. 

Cem< nt for public and lateral sewers 11,423 27 

Inspection of cement and labor handling 1,248 00 

Inspection of public and lateral sewer construction 10,766 50 

PUBLIC SEWER CONTRACTS. 

Guilloz avenue, first and final estimate 3,695 50 

Twenty-fourth street, sixth and final estimate 1,060 92 

Crane avenue, Sec. 3, first to final estimates 16,346 88 

Cadillac avenue. Sec. 3. first to final estimate • 5,453 28 

McClellan avenue. Sec. 3, first to final estime te , 10,296 35 

Van Dyke avenue, Sec. 3, first to final estimate 14,745 66 

Van Dyke avenue. Sec. 4, first to seventh estimate 11,856 20 

Van Dyke avenue. Sec. 5, first to fourth estimate 7,316 01 

Lothrop avenue, first to final estimate 7,053 75 

Sixteenth street (extension), first to fourth estimate 5,709 62 

Bates street, third and final estimate 30 00 

Total $186,809 63 
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LATERAL SEWERS CONSTRUCTED 



NO 



'xrz 

'>10 

911 
912 
913 

014 
915 

91(, 

917 
918 

920 
922 
923 
924 
925 
<>2(» 
927 
928 

')2*> 
93<) 
931 



Alleys— Between What Streets 
Located. 



West of Seventh, between Butternut and Elm. 
Campbell, Junction, Rogers and Christiancy. . 
Mitchell, McDouifall, Palmer and Hendrie 



Helen ave., Frontenac Boulevard, Long-year and 
Lambert 



Bellevue, Concord, Frederick and Kirby 

Belvidere, McClellan, Houghton and Kercheval.. 

Holcomb and McClellan aves., south line of Mun- 
ger"s subdivision and Houghton street 

I Welch, Hammond, Otis and Julia 



West of Woodward, between Pallihter and Dela- 
ware 



Between Fifth street and Grand River avenue, 
north of Pine street 



KHery, Mt. Elliott, Palmer and Boulevard. 



Livernois and Welch avenues. Otis and proposed 
Juliastreet 

Tillman, Williams, G.T. R. R. and Hancock. . 

Detroit Light Guard Armory Sewer 

Twenty-eighth, Lovett. Horatio and Herbert 

Sixth, Fifth, Jones and Beech 

Collins, Moron, Fcrr^' and Palmer 

El lory St., Heck Place, Garfield and Forest aves. . 

Moran. Eller^*, Canfield and Garfield 

IJeaubien, St. Antoine, Milwaukee and Boulevard 

Holcomb, Belvidere, Houghton and Kercheval... 

Seyburn, Van Dyke, Durand and Walnut 

Hibbard. Holcomb, Jefferson and Scars 



Contractor. 



Wm. H. Whittaker 

Thos. G. Whittaker... 
August Koss 

Ferdinand Porath 

Ferdinand Porath 

August Koss 

Thos G. Whittaker. . 
John A. Mercier & Co.. 

Julius Porath 

Ferdinand Porath 

August Koss 

Thos. G. Whittaker... 

Ferdinand Porath 

Julius Porath 

Thos. G. Whittaker.... 

August Koss 

Thos. G. Whittaker.... 
Thos. G. Whittaker. .. 
John A. Mercier & Co.. 
Thos. G. Whittaker... 

August Koss 

John A. Mercier & Co. 
John A. Mercier & Co. 
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JULY 1st. 1897-JULY 1st. 1898. 



Lenirth, 
Lineal Feet. 


Contract 
Price. 


Cement. 


Inspection. 


Manhole 
Covers. 


Costs. 


Total Cost. 


189 


$ 194 00 

1 


$ 2 88 


$10 50 


$ 4 65 


$ 1 50 


$ 213 53 


835 


512 00 


7 68 

1 


17 50 


18 60 


11 40 


567 18 


541 


595 00 


7 68 


31 50 

i 


9 30 


7 20 


650 68 


869 


1,045 00 


18 72 


57 75 


23 25 


9 30 


1.154 02 


564 


531 00 


9 60 


28 00 


13 95 


6 90 


589 45 


1,120 


1,075 00 


15 35 


56 00 

1 


18 60 


16 50 


1,181 45 


1,716 


1,947 (K) 


24 48 


85 75 


32 55 


23 40 


2,113 18 


815 


6% 00 


5 76 

1 


24 50 


9 30 


12 30 


747 86 


1,805 


3,482 00 


23 04 


! 119 00 


18 60 


16 20 


3,658 84 


147 


218 00 


3 84 

1 


21 00 


4 65 


2 70 


250 19 


785 


978 00 


4 32 


43 75 


4 65 


14 10 


1,044 82 


816 


680 00 


6 24 


21 00 


9 30 


12 00 


728 54 


1,201 


1,128 00 


11 04 


56 00 


13 95 


20 40 


1.229 39 


200 


598 00 
1,340 00 


9 90 
11 52 


17 50 
56 00 






625 40 


1,164 


18 60 


9 GO 


1,435 12 


169 


190 00 


2 88 


14 00 


4 65 


2 10 


213 63 


964 


1,293 00 


13 44 


52 50 


18 60 


14 70 


1.392 24 


508 


625 00 


7 20 


26 25 


9 30 


5 40 


673 15 


441 


464 00 


528 


21 00 


9 30 


4 80 


504 38 


85 


121 50 


24 


7 00 




1 20 


129 94 


1,010 


1.310 00 


9 60 


45 50 


13 95 

1 


16 SO 


1,395 55 


922 


1,715 00 


15 84 


56 00 


23 25 ; 


9 60 


1,819 69 


1,071 


1,185 00 


17 60 


50 75 


18 60 


13 80 


1,285 75 



:» 



A*»CAI, tX^^rZ r.9 TSOL 



LATEKAL SEWCBS COXSTKUCTED 



^"z. 






CoSTVACTOa. 



'tjm 
'm 

'HI 

H.S 
'M4 



'M», 



•M7 
•114 



y*4» «r«M;«i4«!^ , . 



l$rM%h, B«aiit/i«ii« UsLtnUn an4 ftmitfa. 



'fhUA an-^ H^tcftnA zrtsan*!* >%Umdt6 Glad^tooe 
and U3ixrAw*Mf4, 

M<:Kini»try, Clarfc, HrzaAoa stnA UetberU. 

It U, iL S. H. Km We%u>n, Kollin aod Xortoo. 

Vail ItyUr ikvttnum, «;ai»t line Van Djke Parn. Sjl- 
vrntrr and SUfvi!n«» Mreet 

MtClffllan, FirnnMylvania, Mack and Emmons 

H('lvidf*r**, McClellan, Kercheval and Lorman 
avttnui? '«rj(t4*nd«d/ 

Kllrry. Mt, Klliott.CanfJeld and Garfield 

lfM»t>urd, llolcomb. Seam and Kajne 

WtAc.ttmh, ISnlvidere, Kerch(*va1 and Louis 

Hitifmrd, Holcomb, Kayne and K(*rcheTal 

Hi'yiMirn, Van Dyki*. Can field and ForeHt 

Mil 1(1 win, Hrytitirn, Canfl(*ld and Forest 

'l*mMtlyi>i(rlttli, l40V(*tt, Iluclianan and Kinsman 

CullliiM, Moran, rnrnMworlli and Frederick 



Ilitlitwin, Nrytitirii. ('unflcld and south line Har- 
iiiiiirN Hiihill vision 

Illliliind, lloltnnit), K(*rclicval and Brinket 

Cittix, tMltTiinl, AdnniM »nd Kll/.al>«tli (arm) 

('(Ulllitu', Iturlbul, JclTcrson and Kt^rcheval 

NV««iii of McKliiMtry, lit^twoon Toledo and lirandon 

Moiiui, KHory, KIrhv and Kerry 

NVo«l of Mi KhiHlry, betwcou IMumcrand Anncxa- 

Mt noutfrtll, F.lmwood, Heldt>Uwr)r And Prt^ston.. 

Iloulevrtul, Field, Sylvester and Canlleld 

Vi\u l»\Ke. PArker, \V\»roester Place and (iirtlie.. 



Sox ruth, lloUart, Stanley avenues and Kaitrt>ads 
Vrt« h\Ke. Paikei, Mack and Sylvester. 



•| 



NVe*» \»f Ml, KlUotl, ltelwi*en Ferry and Palmer.. 



Tbos. G. WhittakcT 

Ferdsaaad Poratli. 

Ferdinand Poratb 

Ferdinand Porath. 

Jnlins Porath 

James Grant 

Jam«M Grant 

James Grant 

James Grant 

Julius Porath 

James Grant 

Thos. G. Whittaker 

Aui^ust Koss 

Ferdinand Porath 

Auiarust Koss 

Julius Porath 

Julius Porath 

Thos. G. Whittaker 

Julius Porath 

John A. Mercier & Co..., 

Ferdinand Porath 

Thos. G. Whittaker .... 

Ferdinand Porath , 

Thos. G. Whittaker.... 

Autfust Koss 

Thos. G. Whittaker . 

Julius Porath 

John A. Mercier & Co... 
Julius Porath 
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Leng-th, 
Lineal Feet. 


Contract 
Price. 


Cement. 


Inspection. 


Manhole 
Covers. 


Costs. 


Total Cost. 


1,986 


$2,511 00 


$15 36 


|98 00 


$13 95 


$22 50 


$2,660 81 


333 


^s^ 00 


336 


22 75 


465 


6 30 


390 06 


900 


1.206 00 


7 68 


56 00 


9 30 


13 20 


1,292 18 


402 


458 00 


2 88 


24 50 


4 65 


750 


497 53 


580 


580 CO 


8 64 


28 00 


13 95 


5 40 


635 99 


857 


1,200 00 


12 48 


56 00 


18 60 


10 80 


1,297 88 


952 


l.£50 00 


12 48 


43 75 


18 60 


12 90 


1,637 73 


901 


1,700 00 


10 08 


73 50 


9 30 


15 30 


1,808 18 


1,447 


1,750 00 


15 84 


45 50 


23 25 


14 10 


1,848 69 


590 


590 00 


3 85 


24 50 


465 


11 10 


634 10 


1,825 


2,750 00 


21 60 


84 00 


23 25 


28 20 


2,907 05 


991 


1,150 00 


12 % 


47 25 


13 95 


9 90 


1.234 06 


992 


1,170 00 


12 48 


54 25 


13 95 


15 90 


1,266 58 


1,426 


1,457 00 


22 56 


71 75 


32 55 


16 50 


1,600 36 


250 


248 00 


3 36 


17 50 


465 


2 70 


276 21 


547 


549 00 


8 16 


31 50 


930 


9 60 


607 56 


527 


715 00 


15 84 


38 50 


18 60 


5 10 


793 04 


340 


375 00 


4 32 


19 25 


465 


600 


409 22 


70 


147 78 
1,275 00 










147 78 


1377 


14 40 


45 50 


23 25 


14 70 


1,372 85 


753 


720 00 


7 68 


31 50 


9 30 


7 50 


775 98 


830 


1,088 0») 


14 88 


43 75 


18 60 


8 70 


1,173 93 


756 


697 00 


7 20 


24 50 


9 30 


14 70 


752 70 


71 


100 00 


2 40 


15 75 


4 65 


1 20 


124 00 


1.247 


1,675 00 


12 % 


68 25 


13 95 


10 80 


1,780 96 


730 


960 00 


12 00 


35 00 


13 95 


11 40 


1,032 35 


648 


679 00 


624 


36 75 


9 30 


11 70 


742 99 


1,318 


1,090 00 


16 80 


56 00 


23 25 


18 60 


1,204 65 


8% 


848 00 


10 45 


57 75 


9 30 


8 10 


933 60 
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LATERAL SEWERS CONSTRUCTED 



*7r» ALr-Bvs— Bktwekw What Streets | /-««-,^.^^«« 

NO. IX)CATRD. 1 COWT«ACTO«. 



%2 Boulevard, Field, Mack and Sylvester. Jame^ Grant 

%3 HeaU, Van Dyke, Grethe (extended, and Mack ... Thos. G. Whtteaker. 
064 Twentv-eijfhth, Lovett, Kich and Horatio Jalias Porath 



%.^ Tlelvidere, McClellan, Lorman (extended) and 

Lewifl James Grant. 

'W.(i Lovett, Scottcn, Warren and McGraw Thos. G. Whittaker. 

%7 McClellan, Uowen, Orejforie and Kercheval James Grant. 

'MiH McClellan, PetinsjWania, Vincennesand Navarre James Grant 



Wi McClellan. Pennsylvania, Kercheval and Vin- 

ceiines James Grant. 



'fJO III Scottrn avenue, between Ida ave. and Pag'e st Julius Porath 

'fj\ Ferdinand. Lansing-, Dix and Toledo John A. Mercier & Co. 

*n2 In riifht of way between HaHtinffs and Rivard,! 

KIrby and Ferry John Jeynes 



'>73 Fast of Moran St., betweiMi Frederick and Kirby.j John Jeynes.. 
074 Ilurns, Fischer, St. Paul and Kercheval I Julius Porath. 



075 Hewer arm in Kercheval avenue, between Burns 
and Crane 

07ii III Luddeii street, between Klmwood and Ellery.. 

077 Fast of Bellevue and south of Preston 

«»7H Wtiodwnrd avenue, John R. street, Chicaffo and 
Hoston HoulevardH 

070 (irniid Kiver, Sullivan and Stanley avenues 

'Wl In Maxwell avenue, for block Maxwell, Seminole, 
Jefferson and Tonil 



James Grant 

Geo. W. Winterhalter. 
Wm. H. Whittaker.... 



Aug-ust Koss. 
Wm. Porath. 

James Grant. 
John Jeynes. 



0H» Fast of Lansinir and north of DIx 

OM.i Wood ward, Brush, Boston IJ«»ulevard and Belmont Ferdinand Porath,... 

'W4 Moran si., Thomps«)n court. Forest and Ha .cock. Thos. G. Whittaker. 

«>M5 In Bel\ Idere and Jefferson avenues. from the south 

line Mun^er's subdivision to McClellan ave.. Julius Porath 



OMf) Bolcomb and Belvidere, north of Jefferson ave. . . JulinsPorath 

0S7 Baldwin, Van Dyke, Kirby and Whipple Thos. G. Whittaker. 

OKS Ml. Flliott, Beaufait, Theodore and Farnsworth. Thos. G. Whittaker. 



W) McClellan, Pennsylvania, Hamtramck and Dor- 
chester Julius Porath 



o*>> Hurlbut. city line, Jefferson and Kercheval H F. Liphardl. 

'^U Rivard and Russell, south of Ferry John Jeynes. . 

004 F.asl of St. Anbin, between Alfred and Brewster.. John Jeynes 

Total 
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Lensrth, 
Lineal Feet. 


Contract 
Price. 


Cement. 


Inspection. 


Manhole 
Covers. 


Costs. 


Total Cost. 


554 


$541 00 


$4 95 


$40 25 


* 4 65 


$6 00 


$ 5% 85 


883 


905 00 


13 75 


52 50 


13 95 


14 70 


999 90 


731 


479 00 


3 84 


40 


25 


4 65 


7 50 


535 24 


762 


640 00 


7 37 


35 00 


930 


12 30 


703 97 


721 


(>80 00 


11 55 


40 25 


13 95 


10 20 


755 95 


683 


570 00 


15 40 


45 50 


18 60 


7 80 


657 30 


660 


500 00 


7 70 


36 


75 


9 30 


10 20 


563 95 


491 


580 00 


9 35 


36 


75 


9 30 


4 80 


640 20 


99 


111 00 


3 30 


15 


75 


4 65 


1 20 


135 W 


1,550 


1,845 00 


26 40 


73 


50 


27 90 


17 10 


1,989 90 


577 


492 00 


9 (,3 


50 


75 


9 30 




561 68 


654 


430 00 


7 15 


31 


50 


9 30 


9 90 


487 85 


762 


3% 00 

600 00 
400 00 


1 65 

6 60 
8 80 


35 00 

45 50 
40 Z5 




5 70 


438 35 


545 


4 65 
9 30 


6'^(i 75 


523 


2 70 


461 05 


173 


157 00 
1,810 00 


4 00 

25 86 


10 
% 


50 
25 


4 65 
18 60 




176 15 


1,280 


5 70 


1.956 40 


197 


138 00 


4 40 


17 


50 


4 65 


3 60 


168 15 


1.046 


588 00 


8 80 


47 


25 


9 30 


6 00 


659 .\S 


203 


151 00 


3 30 


17 


50 


4 65 


2 70 


179 15 


1,903 


2,142 00 


22 00 


110 


25 


18 60 


15 90 


2,308 75 


263 


205 00 


5 50 


19 


25 


4 65 


5 10 


239 50 


665 


399 00 


() 60 


29 


75 


9 30 


4 50 


449 15 


582 


338 (K) 


12 10 


33 


25 


13 95 


7 80 


405 10 


775 


660 00 


15 95 


52 


50 


18 60 


9 60 


756 65 


1.002 


750 00 


16 50 


50 


75 


18 60 


14 10 


849 95 


635 


Mu 00 


7 70 


29 


75 


9 30 


10 20 


423 95 


1,122 


497 00 


7 70 


47 


25 


930 


6 90 


568 15 


647 


424 00 


12 65 


40 


25 


13 95 


5 70 


4% 55 


245 


125 Oi) 


3 30 


14 


00 
50 


4 65 


3 00 


149 95 


63,412 
12 01 miles. 


ib%434 28 


$826 86 


$3,405 


$985 80 


$762 30 


$75,414 74 
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GENERAL ROAD FUND. 

The expenditures from this fund cover hundreds of items, of 
which only a few are given. All defects in streets, alleys and public 
places are cared for from the general road fund, as well as many 
items of expenditure which occur daily. There are four large 
items : Labor, repairing* pavements on city and other accounts, 
$39,333.30 ; paving street intersections, $32,517.14 ; cedar, $32,230.60; 
lumber, $27,535.11. Considerable of the money expended for repair- 
ing pavements comes back to the Board in the shape of charges to 
corporations and individuals for repairs to places disturbed by them 
for connections to gas and water and the laying of pipe. The two 
items of $5,999.79 for repairing and building new wood sidewalks, 
and $3,382.46 for expenses of running the two steam road rollers are 
largely off-set by reimbursements from property owners for the re- 
pairing and building of walks and from paving contractors for the 
use of rollers in the paving and repaving of streets. These points 
explain why it was possible for the Board during the fiscal year to 
expend from the general road fund the sum of $241,903.36, when the 
amount allowed by the Board of Estimates was only $186,790. 

Following are the details of expenditures : 

Labor, repairing pavements on city and other accounts $ 39,333 30 

Labor, building new wood crosswalks 1,075 20 

Labor, repairing old wood crosswalks 4,324 33 

Labor, repairing and building stone crosswalks 3,904 69 

Labor, building new wood intersections 292 14 

Stone intersections 5,481 48 

Stone flagging 7 80 

Stone sidewalks 1,065 68 

Labor, repairing old wood intersection walks 3,494 87 

Labor, building new wood sidewalks 1,112 16 

Labor, repairing old sidewalks 4,887 63 

Asphar. pavement repairs 18,429 ^ 

Paving street intersections 32,517 14 

Paving and other assessments refunded 242 23 

Labor, etc., repairing bridges 599 72 

Cedar 32,230 60 

Labor, hauling cedar 3163 

Cutting cedar into paving blocks 1,692 20 

Pay roll, \n bor at Eastern cedar yard 2,190 79 

Pay roll, labor at Western cedar yard 1,724 26 



Jl ANNUAL REPORT OF THE 

v\mI for su'am road rollers 192 23 

K^jvur?* to stoHin road rollers - 1.407 16 

IXv rvm. enislnotTS. etc., steam road rollers 1,783 07 

l^Us^r, buiMlnif and repairing culverts 296 0^ 

\\\y rv^ll. insi^eotors v>f Water Board, Gas Co., etc., work 3,711 30 

OrushiMjr stone 268 88 

l.AN*r, art\'islnir crosswalks and curbstones, etc 741 53 

l^iN^r. « 10.. repairing docks 15 38 

r^v rxMl. labor at Eastern yard 1,875 54 

l\0 n^ll. labor at Western yard 1.754 21 

Kxiras on pavlne contracts 267 87 

ray r\>ll, in.'«poctors of paving 6,380 25 

Koprtlnnjr fountains 377 52 

Horse drinking fountains and putting in same 334 28 

ray r.^ll, superintendents. Eastern, Western and Ctntral districts 2,119 50 

Lumber 27,535 11 

Uarvlware nails, etc 843 84 

ralnls. oils, etc 146 32 

Hauling ol.l material to storage yards and care of same 1,119 52 

ray roll, hauling and piling lumber 73 45 

Kent of storage yards 474 OO 

numbing la yards 23 09 

Stationery, printing and advertising 2,637 65 

Maps, etc 52 90 

raving otment 1,345 92 

ray roll, labor setting stakes City Engineer'^ department 627 38 

Stake.** for I^ngineor 203 20 

Toams for f:ngineer 680 00 

ray roll, underground construction department 1,480 50 

Sand and gravel 6,236 34 

Pay roll, sidewalk inspectors 9,390 00 

Street signs and labor putting up same 2,272 21 

Sprinkling streets 657 45 

Tile for street drains 193 76 

Tools and repairs to tools 1,188 08 

Labor, can- of Washington avenue parkway 199 50 

Pay roll, in.spectors, water connections, house moving, etc 6,498 12 

Postage, car fare, telegrams, etc. 242 09 

Paving brlok, etc 794 19 

Labor, repairing sheds, etc., at yards, etc 46 68 

Insurance on sheds, etc., at yards 216 00 

Labor, cleaning Eastern and Western Hay Markets 76 15 

Removing trees 18 80 

Labor, care of Bagley fountain 33 78 

Rent of telephones 122 51 

Stone and circle curb 243 98 

' "*"or. building and removing fences, etc 40 76 

1 $211,903 36 
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Coal for steam road rollers 192 23 

Repairs to steam road rollers - 1,407 16 

Pay roll, engineers, etc., steam road rollers 1,783 07 

Labor, building and repairing culverts 296 0? 

Pay roll, inspectors of Water Board. Gas Co., etc., work 3,711 30 

Crushing stone 268 88 

Labor, dressing crosswalks and curbstones, etc 741 &3 

Labor, ptc, repairing docks... 15 38 

Pay roU, labor at Eastern yard 1,875 54 

Pay roll, labor at Western yard 1,754 21 

Extras on paving contracts 267 87 

Pay roll, inspectors of paving 6,380 25 

Repairing fountains 377 52 

Horse drinking fountains and putting in same 334 28 

Pay roll, superintendents. Eastern, Western and Central districts 2,119 50 

Lumber 27,535 11 

Hardware, nails, etc 843 84 

Paints, oils, etc 146 32 

Hauling old material to storage yards and care of same 1,119 52 

Pay roll, hauling and piling lumber 73 45 

Rent of storage yards 474 09 

Plumbing in yards 23 09 

Stationery, printing and advertising 2,637 65 

Maps, etc 52 90 

Paving cement 1,345 92 

Pay roll, labor setting stakes City Engineer* .s department 627 38 

Stakes for Engineer 203 20 

Teams for Engineer 680 00 

Pay roll, underground construction department 1,480 50 

Sand and gravel 6,236 34 

Pay roll, sidewalk inspectors 9.390 00 

Street signs and labor putting up same 2,272 21 

Sprinkling streets 657 45 

Tile for street drains 193 76 

Tools and repairs to tools 1,188 08 

Labor, care of Washington avenue parkway 199 50 

Pay roll, inspectors, water connections, house moving, etc 6,498 12 

Postage, car fare, telegrams, etc 242 09 

Paving brick, etc 794 19 

Labor, repairing sheds, etc., at yards, etc 45 68 

Insurance on sheds, etc., at yards 246 00 

Labor, cleaning Eastern and Western Hay Markets 76 15 

Removing trees 18 80 

Labor, care of Bagley fountain 33 78 

Rent of telephones 122 51 

Stone and circle curb 243 98 

Labor, building and removing fences, etc 40 76 



Total $241,903 36 



m 
h 



BENTON ST 



lU 
(0 

3 



ELIOT 






. ^g»/y *//y/j/jj/j^j^y^y^^^jy/yy/////x//^^'^ 



\ 



V?77Wn^^7777777777J777^JFrrmi^7/ 



RUSSEIL 

Public School 






2oa 



Q 



C/7 



t 



« 



SAND « GRAVEL YARD 



!! 



W7P7^7^^777^^7777Z^^^7777^^'^^f^'!'!'y777777P7P7Z^777^^ 



I 
I 



I 






Det«o;t 
Fire Depap.tment 



I 






I 

I 



B,<6^ 



ERSKJNE S^ 




5 



^« 



OFFKE 



as6, OO 

Smko 
^TE/Mvi Rouen 



*l 



Ml 

3 



CedaxYard 



'm/////////y//yd 



1 



e««!^ 



•jH' 



n 



Wfi<ISOH 



1 
'5' 









o 
s 
< 

>■ 

z 
s 
u 

I- 

< 
u 

s 
o 



a 

a. 



o 
ff 
< 
o 

ID 



BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS. 85 



STORAGE YARDS. 

Sketches of the Board's Western and Eastern Yards for the 
handling- and storage of material in connection with public work are 
g-iven on other pag-es. The Western Yard is situated south of 
Michig-an avenue, between 18th and 20th streets, running* south to 
Rose street. The property was purchased by the city four years ag-o. 
A side track from the Michig-an Central Railroad runs into the yard, 
and everything for the convenience of handling- and storing* material 
is found there. It is an ideal yard in every respect and the 
g*rounds are larg-e enoug-h for all ordinary purposes for twenty years 
to come. The Eastern Yard is located on Russell street, running- 
east to the alley, between Watson and Erskine streets. Half a block 
north, between Benton and Eliot streets^ the Board has a strip of 
land 50 X 286 feet which is used for sand and g*ravel, and a piece 
106 X 246 feet in the rear of the Russell school, which is used for a 
stone yard. The facilities of the Eastern yard are entirely inade- 
quate, and the g-reat eastern suburb of the city is g*rowing* so rapidly 
that something* will have to be done by the Common Council and 
Board of Estimates to provide more room for the storag*e and hand- 
ling* of material. The Board asked for the old reservoir g-rounds for 
their use, but the proposition did not meet with favor by the alder- 
men. In order to take care of the sidewalk repair g*ang*s in the ex- 
treme eastern section, there being* no room at the Russell street yard, 
a yard is being* used at the corner of Bellevue and Waterloo streets, 
for which a considerable rental is paid yearly. The Board hopes by the 
time the next report is issued to be able to boast of as complete and 
convenient a yard for the east side as that which the west side enjoys. 
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SIDEWALK INSPECTION. 

To reduce the number of sidewalk damage suits as much as 
possible, and at the same time g"ive the public g"ood and safe walks 
for travel, has been the constant aim of the Board. The force con- 
sists of eig-ht inspectors, and to keep their districts in good shape 
work enoug-h devolves upon them to keep them very busy, especially 
during the seasons of the year when the walks are not covered with 
ice and snow. An innovation for further perfecting* the system of 
inspection was brought about by the use of bicycles. The inspectors 
are thereby able to cover their districts more frequently than 
by walking. The police department works in conjunction with the 
Board by turning into the office every morning notices of defects 
discovered by patrolmen. The sidewalk repair gangs follow up after 
the expiration of time fixed for the work to be done by property 
owners and repair old walks and build new as the case may be. The 
money paid for such work is credited to the general road fund. The 
sidewalk inspectors also serve notices prior to the paving of streets 
and building of lateral sewers, which amounted to 33,221 notices. 

The following table will show walks constructed or repaired 
during the year, the cost of which has to be carried to assessment to 
secure payment : 

PLANK. 

Lineal feel new walk constructed 5,225.08 

Assessed value of same fl.306.32 

Assessed value of repairs $1,853.20 

Number of rolls constructing- 6g 

Number of rolls repairing- 4^ 

NATURAL AND ARTIFICIAL STONK. 

Square feet natural stone walk constructed 1,023 

Assessed value of same $ 194.37 

Square feet artificial stone walk constructed. 2,607.45 

Assessed value of same $ 286 82 

Assessed value repairs to natural stone walks $ 81.07 

Number of rolls constructing- 4 

Number of rolls repairing 5 

Assessment rolls for defraying cost of 4,179-i*^g\ square feet arti- 
ficial stone walk laid by Park and Boulevard Commission on Grand 
boulevard west was also made by Board of Public Works. 
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The number of notices of all kinds served by the sidewalk inspec- 
tors for the year, and the miles of new plank and stone sidewalk 
constructed on account of notices for such work served, were as 
follows : 

Notices served for repairs 16,942 

Notices served for new walks 4,430 

Notices served for lateral sewers 2,390 

Notices served for paving 2,234 

Miscellaneous notices served 7,225 



Total notices served 33,221 

NEW PLANK AND STONE WALKS BUILT. 

Total number of lineal feet of new plank walk built 234,441 

Total numder of lineal feet of new stone walk built 39,257 

Total number of walks repaired 14,409 

Total number of crosswalks repaired 2,328 

Total number crosswalks built .r 278 

A comparison for eight years shows : 

1890-1 1891-2 1892-3 1893-4 1894-5 1895-6 1896-7 1897-8 

Miles of plank walk built .... 32 55 63 39 ^juW ^jh ^Vff *♦! 

Miles of stone walk built 3 7 9 8 6^gVV ^q^o ^No "^^^ 

Amount received from repairing sidewalks $5,634 20 

Amount received for building new sidewalks 3,567 57 

Total $9,20177 



BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS GENERAL I?UND. 

The expenditures from this fund for the fiscal year were as 
follows : 

Pay roll, Commissioners and office force $ 25,049 28 

Pay roll. City Engineer, assistants and force 19 11146 

Stationery, printing and advertising 166 18 

Pay roll, assistant engineer. City Hall 35 75 

Postage, etc 34 80 

Supplies for Gas Inspector 94 61 

Total $ 44,492 08 
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PUBLIC BUILDING FUND. 

The care, maintenance and repair of the City Hall, Municipal 
Court building- and Health building* is paid for out of this fund, as 
well as cleaning" sidewalks around the City Hall. Repairs to offices 
and furniture continues to be the larg-est item, although the work is 
all done by a force of competent carpenters employed by the Board, 
and is a noticiable saving- over the old method of a few years ag-o 
when every piece of work required around the City Hall was done by 
outside help. Following is a statement of the expenditures for the 
past fiscal year : 

CITY HALL. 

Repairs to ofllce and furniture $ 2,411 23 

Pay roll. Janitors third floor and basement 918 00 

Cleaning basement and walks around City Hall 1,599 28 

Electrical apparatus and repairs 463^ 

Engine and boiler repairs 237 54 

Painting and kalsomining 386 50 

Plumbing 224 99 

Repairs to elevators 315 81 

Repairs to roof 579 50 

Ckaning stone piers 52 78 

Xew safe, City Engineer's ofllce 190 00 

Pay roll, assistant fireman 84 17 

Plans, etc.. Mayor's office 50 00 

Toilet service 62 50 

Sand, cement, etc 24 65 

$ 7,590 80 

Ml'NlCIPAL COURT HriLDINO. 

Repairs to offices and furniture $ 662 82 

Plumbing 595 47 

Repairs to engine and boilers 98 33 

Repairs to elevators 392 80 

Electrical supplies and repairs 14 85 

On account plans, etc., heating and ventilating apparatus 100 00 

Advertising for bids, heating and ventilating apparatus 25 00 

S 1,689 27 

BOARD OF HEALTH HUILDIXG . 

General repairs $ 45 63 

$ 45 sa 
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MISCELLANEOUS EXPENDITURES. 

Hardware, locks, etc $ 651 43 

Lumber 421 30 

Paint, glass, etc 254 74 

Storm doors 29 25 

Brooms and supplies for cleaning 29 94 

Lubricatintf oils 45 15 

Cartage 13 00 

Controller's note and interest 504 55 

$ 1.949 33 

Total $ 11,275 06 



MARKET FUNDS. 

On July 1, 1897, there was a balance of 85,380.61 in the Western 
Market fund. The expenditures during- the fiscal year amounted to 
$1,433.03, leaving- a balance to the credit of the fund of $3,947.58. 
The largest item was for painting, 81,129.70. The amount allowed 
by the Board of Estimates for the Eastern Market was $200, and the 
total receipts for this fund from all sources were $225.24, of which 
$164.29 was expended for repairs, plumbing* and hardware, leaving a 
balance of $60.95. Following* is a detail for each market : 

EASTERN MARKET FUND. 

General Repairs $ 34 72 

Plumbing 124 17 

Hardware 5 40 

Total $ 164 2> 



WESTERN MARKET FUND. 

Painting market building, etc I 1,129 70 

General repairs 193 16 

Plumbing 91 61 

Hardware, etc - 18 56 

Total $ 1,433 03 
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BELLE ISLE BRDDGE. 

The new south approach to the bridg-e, which was built by the 
Toledo Bridg-e Co., and completed Sept. 18, swelled the expense of 
the fund $20,243.69. The amount of the general repairs, painting", 
care and maintenance of the bridge was $7,893.87, making* a total of 
$28,137,56. Following" shows the expenditures in detail : 

NEW SOUTH APPROACH. 

Iron superstructure, first to final estimate $ 12,758 00 

Stone piers anrl abutments, first to final estimate 5,400 00 

Stone work, etc., material and labor 513 88 

Piles, driving new and removing old 723 50 

Pay roll, enarineers on construction 616 13 

Ornamental railingr 100 00 

Sand and cement 82 18 

I'se of temporary timber approach 50 00 

$ 20.243 69 

MISCELLANEOrS. 

Coal $ 260 25 

Hardware, otc 50 82 

Lumber 102 52 

General repairs, material and labor 524 58 

Oil, waste, etc 26% 

Repairs to boilers 86 15 

Tools, brooms, etc 29 60 

Painting bridgt, first to final estimate 1,310 90 

Pay roll, inspector of painting 45 00 

Advertising for bids for painting 18 09 

Pay roll, bridge employes 5,439 00 

$ 7,893 87 



Total $ 28,137 66 



RESBRVOIR FUND. 

The following- were the expenditures from this fund during- the 
fiscal year : 

Pay roll, teamsters, etc., hauling dirt from reservoir $ 4,282 13 

Tools, etc 16 15 



ri 



rotal I 4,298 28 
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INSPECTION OF GAS AND GAS METERS. 

During^ the year a total of 5,296 meters were inspected and 
proved by the Gas and Meter Inspection Department of the Board, 
which is an increase of 1,486 over the total number inspected the 
previous year. 

Of the 5,296 meters mentioned above, 2,780 were *'new" and 
2,439 ** repaired" meters inspected for the Detroit Gas Co. and the 
Detroit City Gas Co., and 77 were inspected on complaint of con- 
sumers of g-as. 

Of the 2,439 repaired meters inspected, 63 were condemned on 
account of reg^istering* too fast (average error 3.98 per cent.), 22 for 
reg-istering- too slow (averag-e error 5.27 per cent.), and 14 were 
condemned for other reasons— such as failing to pass gas, not 
registering, leaks, etc. The remainder were found to register 
correctly and were sealed. 

Of the 2, 780 new meters inspected, 8 were condemned on account 
of registering too fast (average error 4.22 per cent.), 3 for register- 
ing too slow (average error 4.67 per cent.), and 4 for other reasons. 
The remainder were found to register accurately, and were sealed. 

Of the 77 meters inspected on complaint of consumers of gas, 22 
were found to register too fast (average error 4.70 per cent.), 8 too 
slow (average error 4.31 per cent.), and the remainder (47) were found 
to register within the ordinance limit of 2 per cent, either way, and 
sealed. 

The average illuminating power of the gas during the year was 
equal to 21.22 standard sperm candles, as against 20.46 candles for 
the previous year, an increase of .76 of a candle, or 3.22 candles 
above requirement. 

At no time during the year did the candle power of the gas fall 
below that required by the ordinance ; the lowest found being 18.35, 
or .35 above, and the highest found being 23.03 candles, or 5.03 above 
requirement. 

The average maximum pressure of the gas for the twelve months, 
as noted in Board's inspection room in basement of City Hall, was 3.09 
inches; average minimum, 1.56 inches ; average mean, 2.32 inches. 
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SECRETARY'S RECEIPTS. 

The following- itemized statement shows the receipts by the 
Secretary for the fiscal year 1897-8 : 

Repairs to pavements, includintr permit account $20,353 92 

Additional charjfeK on permits 160 08 

Repairs to sidewalks 5,634 20 

Constructing^ new hidewalks 3,567 57 

Buildintr permits 750 69 

House movinif jM-rmits 430 00 

Lateral sewer connecti«)ns 2,025 25 

Public sewer connections 1,204 13 

Rollintr streets 6,230 85 

I nsiM'ction cliarL'e« paid by contractors 1,106 18 

Insjiec ion of jfas meters 1,275 00 

Sidewalk around new Hijrh School buildiuL' Z.136 08 

Cement and inspection La Salle Gardens sewers 1,353 65 

Citizens' \ Fort Wayne St, Ry. Co's, for buildintr and removinir pool ^'rates, basins, etc. 1.056 00 

Cement sacks returni'd 2,803 76 

Freij^ht and unloadinjf cliarjjres. sand. Western Yard 598 54 

Sale of old pavinjf material 683 06 

Sale ()f sawdust from yards 208 85 

Sale of cement 203 20 

Sale of scrap iron. 159 39 

Repairs in County ofTices 113 18 

Brick tests 195 00 

Rent of dock, E. (»f Randolph, S. of Atwatcr St.. 5 years from Jan. 1, 1898 173 00 

Repairing' basin piiH»8 50 38 

Sale of circle curb 98 47 

Removinjf receivinjr basin. Park Commission. 40 00 

Sale of cru.shed stone screeninjrs 39 45 

Daniel Scoiten, for repairinu" cave-in over sewer 34 48 

Cement tests, new County Buildinjf 36 00 

From City Accountant.. 34 30 

W. () Avery, puttinjr in drain 1150 

D., G. H.&M R. R., lowering' curb foot of Rivard St 13 31 

Errors in pay rolls 16 38 

Rent of Tar Kettle 10 50 

On account Bennett Park sidewalk 10 00 

Use of roller at Bennett Park 14 38 

Use of roller at Fort Wayne 10 00 

Repairing sewers 12 77 
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Sale of oil barrels 14 45 

J. H. Habercorn, occupjing street, building material 5 65 

Cleaning' snow from sidewalks 6 25 

Sweeping Boulevard 5 26 

Sale of old closet, Municipal Building 5 00 

Hauling old paving material, etc .. 7 03 

Placing voting machine in election booth 3 60 

M. C. R. R., for repairing Fort St. bridge 2 25 

Removing trees, Sylvester St 1 00 

Sale of bamboo fibre 112 

Sale of wood, etc., at Eastern Yard 1 75 

Saleof sewer tile 100 



Total $53,007 88 



COMPARISON WITH FORMER YEARS. 

Received by Secretary for 1888-89 $ 4,220 22 

Received by Secretary for 1889-90 5,106 24 

Received by Secretary for 1890-91 ',360 30 

Received by Secretary for 1891-92 26,878 32 

Received by Secretary for 1892-93 44,668 69 

Received by Secretary for 1893-94 60,890 83 

Received by Secretary for 1894-95 111,344 71 

Received by Secretary for 1895-96 82,253 40 

Receiqed by Secretary for 1896-97 102,721 49 

Received by Secretary for 1897-98 53,007 88 



RECAPITULATION. 

Total expenditures made under the Board during- the fiscal year 
are here g-iven : 

General Road Fund S 241,903 39 

Public Sewer Fund 186,809 63 

Board of Public Works General Fund 44,492 08 

Public Building Fund 11,275 O9 

Repaving Fund 199,456 84 

Belle Isle Bridge Fund 28,137 56 

Eastern Market Fund 164 29 

Western Market Fund 1,433 03 

Road District Funds 122,993 37 

Reservoir Fund 4,298 28 

Assessment District, New Paving 261,121 93 

Assessment District, Alley Paving 13,136 98 

Assessment District, Lateral Sewers 65,204 33 

Total $ 1,180,426 74 
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THE ROAD DISTRICT FUNDS. 

The cost of cleaning- streets and alleys for the fiscal year was 
$122,993.37, which was low considering- that the increase in paved 
streets — 15 miles — was greater than any year since 1893. The money 
was raised by taxation on the wards. The following table of ex- 
penditures, with comparison with previous years, showing amount of 
money expended and miles of paved streets may prove of interest : 

YEAR. MILES P 

1887-88 
1888-89 
1889-90 
1890-91 
1891-92 
1892-93 
1893-94 
1894-95 
1895-96 
1896-97 
1897-98 

On the following pages are the tables showing the disburse- 
ments and balances of the Road District Funds : 
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STREET CLEANING. 

Upon Detroit has been bestowed the honor of being the most 
beautiful city in the United States. Much has been written and printed 
about her natural beauties. So g-eneral has the thought become among 
tourists that invariably those coming from other states to enjoy the 
trip up the lakes make arrangements to stop over and see the city — 
with its broad avenues, handsome buildings, lovely homes, delight- 
ful parks and beautiful river. 

In addition to the natural beauties of Michigan's metropolis, for 
which volumes of praise has been spoken, must be added the fact 
that Detroit is one of the cleanest of cities. Broad avenues of asphalt 
and brick and lovely residence streets of cedar block would be given 
scarcely a passing notice by the visitors were it not for the fact that 
brush and broom in the hands of expert workers make the streets as 
scrupulously clean as it is possible for them to be. 

The work of keeping the streets and alleys of a great city clean, 

in order that filth and dirt may be conquered and disease destroyed, 

is no small task. An army of men is employed, each phalanx doing 

ts own particular work under the guidance of a foreman. Groups of 

oremen are watched by superintendents and carry out special work 

signed to them. The whole is operated from the office of the 

Board, where ways are continually being devised and plans mapped 

Jut for improving the service and making the prettiest and cleanest 

city in the country even prettier and cleaner, if such a thing were 

possible. 

At the close of the last fiscal year — June 30, 1897 — the Board 
was considering the advisability of taking care of the down-town 
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avenues, especial!}- those radiating* from the City Hall, with some- 
thing' more modern than the gangs of laborers with brooms and hoes. 
The idea of a push-cart patrol system was conceived, tog'ether with a 
liberal distribution of litter barrels in the business districts. The 
thoug"ht was new to Detroit and met with much unfavorable criticism. 

The Board discussed the matter and the push-cart system became 
a reality and litter barrels were placed at scores of down-town corners. 
Under the title of the '* White Winged Brigade," the street cleaners, 
working under the direction of this Board, have become a part of the 
city as much as the military or civic societies, and are invited to take 
part in public parades. At the inception of the scheme almost every- 
body was prejudiced ; to-day the Board has scores of letters from 
influential citizens asking that a *' White Wing " be assigned to their 
"Street to keep it clean. 

The success of the new movement exceeded the expectations of 
the Board, and a score of cities have adopted the plan since the be- 
•ginning of operations here. The street cleaning departments of 
other towns are continually writing for information relative to the 
w^orkings of the method, manner of equipment and cost of cleaning 
streets by the '* White Winged Brigade." 

The force consists of 50 men, under the direction of a superinten- 
■dent. They are dressed in white, having two suits each, which are 
put on clean Mondays and Thursdays. The streets are gone over 
once a week by the machine sweepers and then kept in hand by the 
-push-cart men. 

The district covered b}^ the '* White Wings" includes Woodward 
avenue, from the river to the Boulevard ; Jefferson avenue, M. C. R. 
^. depot to Belle Isle bridge ; Michigan avenue, Woodward to Tenth ; 
Grand River avenue, Woodward to High ; Lafayette avenue, Griswold 
■to Tenth ; Fort street, Woodward to Tenth ; Gratiot avenue. Wood- 
ward to Dequindre ; Monroe avenue. Woodward to Brush ; Cass avenue, 
Xrcdyard to Joy ; Griswold street, Jefferson to Clifford ; Cadillac 
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Square, Washington Boulevard, Grand Circus Park, Cass Park, 
Eastern Market and around the City Hall. 

Outside of the territory covered by the *' White Wings," the 
city's streets and alleys are cleaned by the regular gangs of laborers, 
under direction of foremen. The amount of money allowed by the 
Board of Estimates for road district work was $118,500, distributed 
as follows: First Ward, 818,000; Second, 818,000; Third, $5,000 
Fourth, 89,000; Fifth, 85,000; Sixth, $6,500; Seventh, 85,000 
Eighth, 86,000; Ninth, 85,000; Tenth, 87,000; Eleventh, 85,000 
Twelfth, 85,000 ; Thirteenth, 85,000 ; Fourteenth, 86,000 ; Fifteenth, 
88,000 ; Sixteenth, 85,000. 

The Board has aimed at efficiency in the street cleaning depart- 
ment as much as in any other branch of the city's work under its 
supervision. The ward foremen have been assisted by strong, able- 
bodied men, who were capable of doing a good day's work and earn- 
ing the money that was paid them. In no sense has the Board 
allowed itself to be used as a hospital for worn-out laborers and 
mechanics. The half-hundred '^ White Wings" are all energetic 
workers, and it is a source of satisfaction for the Board to say that 
the experience of the fiscal year just closed proves this new auxiliary 
to the street cleaning department a pronounced success. The 
" White Wings " have practically cost the city nothing, for the ex- 
pense has been no greater than former years considering the increased 
mileage of paved streets and the amount of work done in the new 
outlying districts, and no increase in the old-time ward funds. The 
wn-town streets have been kept cleaner and at less expense than 
any time in the city's history. 

The Board's system of having the paved streets gone over 

-quently and all holes taken care of promptly results in comfort 

J property owners and keeps the city free from claims for damages. 

The old plank alley intersections are removed as rapidly as 
possible and replaced with stone and brick ones. In the down-town 
districts these relics of bye-gone days have entirely disappeared. 
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